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AUSTRIAN PARLIAMENT APPROVES APPEAL TO THE 
WORLD. On the recommendation of its Policy Committee, 
the Austrian Nationalrat adopted the following resolution 
with the full support of the People’s Party, the Socialist 
Party and the League of Independents... 

‘'The Nationalrat approves the steps taken by the Federal 
Government to mobilize and emphatically impress upon world 
opinion the unsatisfactory situation in Austria today, and to 
urge the United Nations to take action on behalf of an early 
solution of the Austrian problem.’ 


CHANCELLOR FIGL ANSWERS GROMYKO: ‘“‘THERE ARE 
NO GROUNDS TO JUSTIFY FURTHER OCCUPATION OF 
AUSTRIA." On October 24, 1952, Chancellor Leopold Figl 
of Austria delivered a major policy address at the University 
of Vienna on the occasion of United Nations Day, in which 
he said that ‘‘from the standpoint of intemational law there 
were no grounds which could justify the further occupation 
of Austria.’’ In the course of his speech Dr. Figl described 
the last phase of Austria’s struggle for freedom and inde- 
pendence, and decisively rejected the allegations made by 
Soviet delegate Andrei Gromyko at the United Nations gene- 
ral assembly. 

Chancellor Figl said: ‘‘To my greatest disappointment, 
I am compelled to take note of the fact that when the motion 
to place the Austrian question on the agenda was introduced 
the Soviet delegate to the United Nations opposed it, al- 
though there is every reason for such a motion to be intro- 
duced. To justify his opposition, he claimed that the Aus- 
trian question did not lie within the competence of the United 
Nations and could only be discussed by the Foreign Minis- 
ters of the four occupation powers.”’ 


Objections Not Valid 


‘‘In this reasoning,’’ Dr. Figl continued, ‘‘I see a con- 
tradiction, in that the question of the State Treaty was sub- 
mitted to the U.N. precisely because the special deputies 
appointed to solve it have so far been unable to reach any 
agreement and because this failure must be attributed to the 
persistent objections of the Soviet Union, which Mr. Gromyko 
represents at the United Nations.”’ 

With regard to the Trieste matter, the Austrian Chancellor 
stated: ‘‘We must raise the question as to whether the whol- 
ly arbitrary juxtaposition of the Austrian and Trieste prob- 
lems will continue to be maintained for all time, and whether 
in the event the Trieste problem should be solved to the 


(Cont'd page 2) 


FOREIGN MINISTER GRUBER ASKS SOVIET UNION TO 
NAME ITS PRICE FOR STATE TREATY. In the course of 
the foreign policy debate in the Nationalrat (Lower Chamber 
of Parliament), which led to the adoption of the resolution 
reproduced on this page, Austrian Foreign Minister Karl Gru- 
ber made the following statements: 

Up to the time of the Conference of Foreign Ministers 
held in Paris in 1949, there was the prospect that the State 
Treaty would be signed. Before that time the Soviet Union 
had repeatedly emphasized that the State Treaty would be 
concluded without any difficulty as soon as Soviet demands 
with regard to the problem of ‘‘Gernan assets’’ in Austria 
were met. At that time, there had never been any question 
of either Trieste or of a commission for verifying the de- 
militarization of Austria. Toward the end of 1949, Dr. Gn- 
ber continued, the attitude of the Soviet Union changed ab- 
ruptly, for instead of affixing its signature to the State 
Treaty Russia raised the objections of Trieste, demilitariza- 
tion and denazification. But undiscouraged by this new 
stand, the Westem Powers invited the Soviet representative 
on October 31, 1951, to resume negotiations on the State 
Treaty. This invitation was rejected by the Russians in 
almost insolent terms. Only when it became evident that 
the Soviet Union had no intentions of signing the State Treaty 
did the Western Powers submit the short treaty draft as a 
basis for negotiation. Since the abridged treaty form was 
brought into the discussion, there has been a sort of about- 
face: it is now the Soviet Union which insists on placing the 
old treaty form in the foreground, the very same draft on 
which it was plainly unwilling to negotiate. Naturally, Rus- 
sia has never stated nor told anyone that she would be pre- 
pared to sign the old treaty draft; what she has done is to 
introduce a formula according to which certain other ques- 
tions — namely, Trieste and the demilitarization and denazi- 
fication of Austria — would first have to be agreed upon. 


Demilitarization Already Completed in 1947 


Dr. Gruber then emphasized that as far back as Febmary 
7, 1947, the Allied Council had already been in possession 
of a unanimously approved report on the demilitarization of 
Austria, a report which unequivocally indicated that the de- 
militarization of Austria had been carried out 100%. In other 
words, what the Soviet Union is demanding today has already 
been confirmedby a commissionas having been accomplished 
in 1947. With regard to the so-called military preparations 
allegedly being made in Austria, Dr. Gruber said that these 
could only have been undertaken, if at all, by the occupying 
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powers themselves, and had therefore never been within Aus- 
tria’s sphere of competence. Now if the Soviet Union wishes 
that there be no military preparations of any kind in Austria, 
then all it has to do is to agree to a State Treaty; with the 
withdrawl of the occupation, all military preparations would 
cease. 


The Price of Austria’s Freedom Must be Determined Anew 


In reply to Russia’s question as to whether or not the 
Austrian Govemment was prepared to recognize the old State 
Treaty draft, the Austrian Foreign Minister said that he had 
spoken to Soviet representatives about this question. He 
clearly told them that back in 1949 the Austrian Parliament 
had empowered the Federal Government to enter into treaty 
negotiations, but that today this authorization had to be re- 
garded as no longer valid in view of the fact that the con- 
clusion of the State Treaty and the withdrawl of the occupa- 
tion have not taken place. It was therefore up to Parliament 
to decide what sacrifices it regarded as appropriate today 
and what provisions it deemed bearable as the price the 
country would have to pay for its freedom. We are prepared 
‘ to submit this question to Parliament, but only on the basis 
of the following clearly defined condition: on the one hand, 
a definite date by which freedom would be granted; and, on 
the other, specific stipulation of the sacrifices and burdens 
that would have to be accepted to achieve this freedom. Un- 
less such a clear-cut understanding can be arrived at, I do 
not believe that the Austrian Parliament would agree to ac- 
cept new sacrifices on behalf of the Austrian people. 


Austria Will Not Reconcile UWerself to the Present Situation 


Dr. Gruber went on to say that there have been foreign 
press reports that Austria and the world would have to recon- 
cile themselves to the present state of affairs. But we here- 
with proclaim, he said, in clear and definite terms, that we 
shall do everything we can to keep the world from becoming 
inured to this situation. Moreover, we should like to state 
without equivocation that the Austrian people will never re- 
concile themselves to the loss of their freedom. The pro- 
ceedings at the United Nations will be a political demon- 
stration on behalf of Austria; from it the people of Austria 
will again be able to draw the hope that some day Austria 
will be a free and independent country. The God-forsaken 
occupation policy had done everything to weaken Austrian 
patriotism and the Austrian’s civic conscience, and it was 
only the inner strength of the people, their political repre 
sentatives, the parties and the Government which had pre - 
served this patriotism, Dr. Gruber concluded. 


Figl Answers Gromyko 
(Cont'd from page 1) 
satisfaction of Soviet Russia there will be any assurance 


that some as yet unsolved European question will not be 
coupled with the Austrian State Treaty.’’ 


Austria Was Never an Enemy State 


Replying to Andrei Gromyko’s assertion that Austria must 
be held responsible for ‘‘participating in the war on the side 


of Hitler Germany,’’ Chancellor Figl pointedly said: ‘‘Quite 
apartfrom the fact that Austria’s participation in the war was 
a fore-ordained consequence of the forceful occupation of 
Austria by Hitler Germany — against which neither the West- 
ern nor any of the Easter powers took even the slightest 
measure — and the fact that Austria, as an independent state, 
never adopted a hostile stand against any European power, 
I must raise the question of whether, in fact, this untenable 
argument can be validly cited to justify a seven-and-a-half- 
year-long military occupation of our country and a continua- 
tion of this state of affairs.’’ 

Then Dr. Figl asked: ‘‘Are the tremendous sacrifices 
Austria has made during these years, as a result of the eco- 
nomic losses which she has incurred, and the billions in cost 
borne by her people, still not enough to atone for the al- 
leged responsibility of Austria? What more would Austria 
still have to do to finally obtain recognition as a free and in- 
dependent country ?’’ 

The Austrian Chancellor then stated: ‘‘Mr. Gromyko has 
apparently forgotten that for seven and a half years the Aus- 
trian Government has had a Chancellor who spent almost the 
entire war in a concentration camp and that a large number 
of Austrians also fought with him against Hitler’s war, 
against the National-Socialist regime and for a future demo- 
cratic Austria, and that for this they endured untold suffer- 
ing. Would it not seem more appropriate rather to recognize 
this fact and adduce it as an argument in favor of concluding 
a State Treaty? 

‘‘We categorically reject the attempt to justify the con- 
tinuing occupation of Austria by alleging reasons which must 
be characterized at the very outset as a falsification of the 
facts of history, all the more so since these so-called reas- 
ons were not even taken into consideration in a number of 
peace treaties already concluded. There is no truer or more 
definite fact than that from the standpoint of law there are 
no grounds which could justify the further occupation of 
Austria!’’ 

The Austrian Chancellor characterized the aim of the 
Austrian appeal to the United Nations as follows: ‘‘The aim 
of the appeal is to induce the large and small countries of 
the world to espouse the cause of Austria and to eradicate 
injustice.’’ 


AUSTRIAN GOVERNMENT CRISIS SOLVED; PROVISIONAL 
BUDGET AGREED UPON; NEW ELECTIONS SET FOR 
FEBRUARY 22, 1953. Agreement has now been reached 
within the Austrian Government on the provisional budget 
for 1953 to be submitted to the Austrian Parliament. Be- 
cause of intemal disagreements, the Cabinet had resigned 
fourteen days ago. The resignation was accepted by the 
President of Austria, who re-appointed Dr. Leopold Figl as 
Chancellor. Atthe recommendation of the Chancellor, Presi- 
dent Koemer re-instated the former Cabinet members and 
Undersecretaries in their old offices. 

On October 28, Chancellor Fig] made the following Gov- 
ernment policy statement in the Austrian Parliament: ‘‘Our 
efforts to assure economic stability and, consequently, to 
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preserve the Austrian people’s standard of living, are pre- 
dicated on a balanced budget. But, as all of you well know, 
the occupation is responsible for a marked loss in tax re- 
ceipts and for a number of additional expenditures. In spite 
of protracted discussions, the two coalition parties were un- 
able to agree on the principles according to which the 1953 
budget should be drawn up. The Federal Government there- 
fore had no other alternative, under the terms of the Consti- 
tution, but to request the Federal President to accept its 
resignation from office. 

‘In view of the present domestic and foreign situation, 
the Federal President postponed his decision and appealed 
to the members of the Government to make another attempt to 
reach an agreement. Aware of its responsibility to the people, 
the Government realized that it had to make provisions for 
t'",e continuation of orderly fiscal policies after January 1, 
1953, for otherwise the continuation of the projects already 
initiated, the payment of salaries to officials, employees and 
workers, the federal contributions to the provinces and mu- 
nicipalities etc., would have been placed in jeopardy. 

‘*Pursuant to the appeal of the Federal President, the 
Government and the two coalition parties resumed their ne- 
gotiations which have now led to an agreement. The propo- 
sal is to be submitted to Parliament that the items of the 
supplementary budget for this year serve as the provisional 
budget for the first five months of 1953. Were Parliament to 
approve this motion, the continuity of the state’s fiscal ac- 
tivities would be assured. 

‘*The divergent opinions expressed by the two coalition 
parties in the budget talks clearly indicate that a referendum 
to the Austrian electorate is inescapable. The Government 
therefore recommends that new elections be held as soon as 
possible.’’ 

Pursuant to a motion introduced by both coalition parties, 
the Nationalrat’?s Committee on Constitutional Matters voted 
to submit to the full assembly the proposal to dissolve the 
present legislature and hold new national elections on Sun- 
day, Febmary 22, 1953. 

Speaking on behalf of the Socialist Party, Vice Chancel- 
lor Adolf Schaerf declared that the agreement now reached 
doesnot,in effect, represent any change as far as next year’s 
budget is concerned, in terms of the second half of this 
year’s budget. All disputes, therefore, were excluded, no 
additional expenditures would be added in the budget, and 
all expenditures for social welfare, housing etc., as stipula- 
ted in the provisional budget, would remain in effect. The 
solution reached, therefore, consists of the fact that the cur- 
rent 1952 budget will serve as a basis for the Government’s 
fiscal policies during the first five or six months of next 
year. 


RUSSIAN OCCUPATION AUTHORITIES OWE AUSTRIA 3.3 
BILLION IN UNPAID TAXES. At the end of October, the 
Socialist caucus in the Austrian Parliament released a letter 
according to which the Russian occupation authorities now 
owe Austria 3.3 billion schillings in unpaid taxes. The let- 
ter was published in reply to a statement by the USIA shop 


councils. (USIA stands for Administration of Soviet Property 
in Austria) 


The letter released by the Socialist members of Parlia- 
ment read as follows: ‘‘The loss incurred by Austria thus 
far, as a result of the refusal on the part of enterprises oper- 
ated by the occupation powers, and primarily those of the 
Soviet element, to pay taxes, social security contributions 
and customs duties, amounts to 3.3 billion schillings, accord- 
ing to a recent statement by the Minister of Trade. The total 
tax on wages is expected to yield 1.87 billion schillings, 
according to the 1952 budget. If the Russians would stop 
taking oil and wood from Austria for nothing, but pay for 
these resources, and if they would finally pay the prescribed 
customs duties on the products they bring into the country as 
well as thetaxes to which their enterprises are just as liable 
as any other in the country, then considerable tax relief 
could be granted the Austrian worker.’’ 


RUSSIANS PROSPECTING FOR MORE OIL IN AUSTRIA. 
The Neue Wiener Tageszeitung reported at the end of Octo- 
ber that the Russian occupation authorities have made a 
number of test drillings and blastings in search of oil depo- 
sits in the area of Baden near Vienna. The owners of the 
fields where these prospecting operations were carried out 
had not been notified in advance. Test shafts have also been 
sunk in the Burgenland border area. A stock of drilling equip- 
ment has been established in the vicinity of Kottingbrunn, 
Lower Austria, which in the opinion of the paper would ap- 
pear to indicate that operating wells are to be sunk in a new- 
ly discovered oil field. 


SAVINGS DE POSITS CONTINUE TO INCREASE IN AUSTRIA. 
At the end of August 1952,savings deposits in Austria reach- 
ed a total of 3,128,000,000 schillings, or 853,000,000 schil- 
lings more than the figure for the end of December 1951. 

During this same period,check deposits rose from 8,898.7 
million to 9,006.5 million schillings, an increase of 107.8 
million. Total combined deposits increased by 961,000,000 
schillings, i.e. from 11,174,000,000 to 12,135 ,000,000 schil- 
lings. 


AUSTRIAN ECONOMIC RESEARCH INSTITUTE 25 YEARS 
OLD. At a press conference held in Vienna on the occasion 
of the 25th anniversary of the Austrian Institute for Econo- 
mic Research, Dr. Franz Nemschak, the Director of the Ins- 
titute, declared that his organization had always adhered to 
four basic principles: ‘‘Uniformity of scientific standards, 
its organizational construction, good representation in the 
institute’s governing bodies and a few expert collaborators.”’ 

Dr. Nemschak said that in all the years of its existence 
the institute had always striven for objectivity and truth. ‘‘It 
is an organization dedicated to public service, although cer- 
tainly not a government agency or office, and it is represen- 
ted by prominent men in industry, trade and science. It has 
the support and encouragement of all authoritative institu- 
tions, both public and private.’’ 

Professor L. Mises, who now teaches at the Graduate 
School of Business Administration at New York University, 
founded the institute in 1927 and appointed Prof. Hayek its 
director. Since July 1927 the institute has been issuing 
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monthly reports, which originally ran to 12-14 pages per year. 
By 1937 the annual volume had 278 pages and last year it 
ran to 660 pages. 

The economic crisis of the 30’s had a decisive influence 
on the work and later development of the organization. At 
the close of World War I, on October 20, 1945, the Austrian 
Institute for Economic Research was re-established. Because 
its statistical records had been saved from destruction, the 
institute was able to place at the disposal of the various 
ministries the necessary statistical data for economic analy- 
ses during the first post-war years. 


DR.PAUL BERNECKER APPOINTED HEAD OF AUSTRIAN 
TOURIST PROMOTION DEPARTMENT. In October, Minister 
of Trade Boeck-Greissau appointed Dr. Paul Bernecker tem- 
porary director ofthe Austrian Tourist Promotion Department, 
to fill the post left vacant by the recent death of Dr. A. 
Krogner. 

In an interview which he granted to the press after his 
appointment Dr. Bernecker said: ‘‘The first consideration of 
the Austrian foreign tourist promotion program must be the 
proper staffing of the country’s travel agencies abroad. Well- 
run travel agencies need effective tourist promotion literature 
so as to be able to compete with the excellent resources 
available to other countries. Foreign tourist promotion must 
be closely linked with the promotion of Austrian exports, 
culture and, if possible, also with the promotion of Austria’s 
foreign policy. No promotion program should be undertaken 
without a thorough market analysis.’’ 

Dr. Bernecker, who obtained his doctor’s degree in 1940, 
attended a course in international hotel service, studied in 
Paris and Switzerland, and from 1936 to 1938 ran 43 brewery- 
owned hostelries. From 1948 to 1951 he was managing direc- 
tor of the foreign tourist section of Vienna’s Chamber of 
Trade and Industry, and since the beginning of 1952 director 
of the department of tourist trade policy in the Vienna Cham- 
ber. 


AUSTRIA’S FOREIGN EXCHANGE EARNINGS FROM TOUR- 
IST TRADE INCREASE. During the first four months of the 
1952 summer season (May through August) the Austrian Na- 
tional Bank received foreign exchange corresponding in value 
to 482.12 million schillings. This represents an increase of 
28.2% over the previous year. The total foreign exchange 
earned from tourism since the beginning of the year has thus 
risen to 614.42 million schillings. By August of this year, 

the amount of foreign exchange received had already reached 
the 1951 total. 


““LEAGUE OF INDEPENDENTS"’ VOTES COALITION WITH 
“POLITICAL RENOVATION LEAGUE"’. The ‘‘League of 
Independents” (Verband der Unabhaengigen — VdU), at an 
extraordinary party congress held in Graz, Styria, on October 
24 and 25, voted to enter the forthcoming national election 
campaign on a broader basis, in coalition with the ‘‘Political 
Renovation League’’ (Aktion zur politischen Erneuerung). 

Dr. Herbert Kraus was replaced as National Chairman of 
the VdU by Max Stendebach, a farmer from Carinthia. The 


new chairman was elected by a majority of 84 out of 142 votes. 


Dr. Kraus, Dr. F. Steuber and Joerg Kandutsch were elected 
deputy chairmen. 

The party congress endorsed its executive committee’s 
negotiations with the Political Renovation League with a 
view to the organization of a broader base of political ac- 
tivity. The Political Renovation League has announced that 
this decision does not imply a merger of the two parties, but 
simply the establishment of a coalition between them. Some 
time in November of this year the Political Renovation Lea- 
gue will hold its national convention, where the coalition 
program will be submitted for ratification. 


MORE THANHALF OF THE AUSTRIANS LIVING IN ISRAEL 
CHOSE TO RETAIN THEIR AUSTRIAN CITIZENSHIP. It 
was recently announced that more than 50% of those Aus- 
trians who emigrated to Israel have declined the offer of 
Israeli citizenship and decided to remain Austrian citizens. 

By July 14, 1952, all persons living in Israel had to de- 
cide whether to accept Israeli citizenship or retain their for- 
mer nationality. About 20,000 people, or 4% of the popula- 
tion, availed themselves of the right to decline Israeli 
citizenship. The loyalty to Austria of those who had emi- 
grated from Austria caused quite a stir in Israel. 


165 AUSTRIAN FIRMS INTERESTED IN JOINING EX PORT 
MISSION TO FAR EAST. The Austrian Export Mission to the 
Far East (see AUSTRIAN INFORMATION Bulletin, Vol. 5, 
No. 19, of October 11, 1952) will begin its work on November 
24 in the Philippines. 

There has been considerable economic interest in Far 
Eastern markets on the part of Austrian industry, and 165 
firms have already requested permission to accompany the 
mission. ‘These represent various branches of industry, as 
follows: machinery, motors, tools, iron and metal industry 
(107 firms); electric power (17); chemical industry (9); wood 
and wood products (5); paper and paper products (3); etc. 
The comparatively small number of firms in the paper indus- 
try which have indicated a desire to participate may be due 
to the fact that this industry has already succeeded in open- 
ing up a number of export outlets in the Far East. 


AUSTRIAN-ISRAELI TRADE INTENSIFIED. Austrian ex- 
ports to Israel, which were comparatively small in 1948 and 
1949, reached a value of 1,750,000 Israeli pounds by the end 
of 1950 and 3,080,000 Israeli pounds by the end of 1951. Aus- 
tria has thus advanced to eighth place among the supplier 
countries of Israel. Early in August 1952, Austria granted 
Israel a commodity credit in the amount of 100,000,000 schil- 
lings for the importation by Israel of Austrian finished goods. 


TRADE BETWEEN NORTH ANDSOUTHTYROL EXPANDED. 
A mixed Austro-Italian economic commission met in Bozen 
(Bolzano), Italy, in Octoher to adopt measures for facilitating 
trade between the Austrian provinces of Tyrol and Vorarlberg, 
on the one hand, and the Italian provinces ofTrentino and 
Alto Adige, on the other. Agreement was reached on commo- 
dity lists for the next operative year of the agreement (from 


October 1, 1952, to September 30, 1953) and existing quotas 
were expanded. 
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207,000 PERSONS ATTENDED GRAZ FALL FAIR. The 
Graz Fall Fair closed on October 5, after a record total of 
207,000 persons had visited the various exhibits. 

The textile industry reported that a satisfactory volume 
of business was transacted and that the few import items 
available, as a result of the dearth of foreign exchange, were 
sold at good prices. In the furniture and radio-set lines, 
buyers were most interested in good values and space-saving 
items. There was also considerable interest in antique fur- 
niture and toys, as well as in winter-sport articles. Glass, 
porcelain and ceramic manufacturers likewise reported a good 
volume of sales. Most consumers found the cost of office 
machines — typewriters, adding machines, etc. — prohibitive 
because of import difficulties. Food-processing machines 
also sold very well, but agricultural machinery and imple- 
ments evoked the greatest interest, with the tractor demon- 
strations being the most popular. In the line of automobiles, 
most of the well-known types were on display. All in all, the 
Graz Fair tured out to be a marked success. 


MINE MODERNIZATION PROGRAM TO INCREASE AUS- 
TRIAN COAL OUTPUT. The Austrian coal-mine investment 
program for the current year will amount to 180,000,000 — 
220,000,000 schillings, and this is expected to raise the 
output of lignite by some 300,000 tons to reach an annual 
production figure of 5,500,000 tons. In the Lavanttal alone, 
one of Austria’s richest coal areas where the mines will be 
improved to such an extent that they will become Europe’s 
most modern mining operations, the increase in production is 
expected to be 150,000 tons. 

From the beginning of the Marshall Plan, in 1948, to the 
end of 1951, no less than 331,000,000 schillings have been 
allocated for the modemization of existing coal mines. Of 
this sum, 271,000,000 schillings were derived from ERP 
funds and 30,000,000 each from federal funds and private in- 
vestments. The economies effected as a result of this 
modernization program are estimated at 500,000,000 schil- 
lings. 

The investments made to date have been used to replace 
antiquated grading and dressing equipment. The central 
grading plant of the Graz-Koeflacher Eisenbahn-und Berg- 
baugesellschaft has now become the largest of its kind in 
Austria, with a daily capacity of 9,000 to 10,000 tons. A 
new grading plant has also been erected at the Lankowitzer 
Kohlen-Compagnie with a daily capacity of about 1,000 tons. 

Some of the investments are also being used to modemize 
underground operations. Fohnsdorf, the country’s largest 
glance coal mine, was recently equipped with a modern 
American high-capacity compressor plant, which is being 
used for the ventilation of the shaft 3280 ft. underground and 
for the operation of the pneumatic equipment. In the Koef- 
lach district, a giant swinging bucket-conveyor excavator, 
with a removal capacity of 10,171 cu.ft.per hour was re- 
cently installed. 

Austrian lignite will be made more saleable by drying and 
the production of briquettes. 

In order to replace the presently known deposits of coal 
which are. expected to be depleted in about forty years, pros- 


pecting for new seams is being concentrated in the southern 
Lavant Valley and in the area north of Ostermiething, in Up- 


per Austria. These explorations are being financed by ERP 
credits. 


ANDRITZ MACHINE PLANT RECEIVES SELLERS ROTA- 
TION GEAR FROM U.S. The large assembly plant of the 
Andritz Machine Works in Graz recently received a Sellers 
rotation gear from the United States on the occasion of its 
100th anniversary. 

The rotating mechanism, a giant electronically-controlled 
machine weighing more than 200 tons, was placed into opera- 
tion by Governor Krainer of Styria in the presence of 1,200 
plant workers and many distinguished guests. Minister of 
Trade Boeck-Greissau congragulated the management of the 
works on the boldness they had shown right after the war in 
resuming the construction of giant generators. Production at 
this plant in 1952 is expected to be six times what it was 
in 1937. 


REGISTRATION DEADLINE FOR CLAIMS UNDER 3rd 
RESTITUTION LAW EXTENDED TO NOVEMBER 30, 1953. 
The Austrian Ministry of Finance has extended until Novem- 
ber 30, 1953, the deadline for filing restitution claims under 
the 3rd Restitution Law. The official text of the announce- 
ment will be published in the Austrian Federal Gazette at 
the end of November. 


INTERNATIONAL CAMPING CONGRESS TO BE HELD IN 
AUSTRIA IN 1954. At its 13th General Assembly in Colom- 


bier, the Federation Internationale de Camping et de Caravan- 
ning decided to hold the 1954 Congress of the Intemational 
Camping Society in Austria, from July 24 to August 12. The 
Camping Society of the Austrian Alpine provinces was en- 
trusted with the organization of this congress, which is ex- 
pected to bring many thousands of camping fans from all over 
the world to Austria. 


AUSTRIAN BOOK WEEK TO BE HELD FROM NOVEMBER 
23 TO 30. This year’s Austrian Book Week will be held from 
November 23 to 30, and the exhibits sponsored during that 
time will primarily feature new editions. 

The exhibits, all of which are to be alike, will be on 
view in Vienna, Linz, Salzburg, Graz, Klagenfurt and Inns- 
bruck. 

In Vienna, the exhibition will be housed in the Sezession 
Building. Every day, three authors --some of them belonging 
to the better-known older generation of writers and some who 
are just beginning their literary career -- will read from their 
own works and thus establish a personal relationship with 
their readers. 


REGENCY SOCIETY UNVEILS METTERNICH TABLET IN 
ENGLAND. The Regency Society of Brighton and Hove re- 
cently unveiled a memorial tablet in Brighton, England, to 
commemorate the visit of Count Clemens Mettemich, Aus- 
tria’s famous Chancellor of State, at the beginning of the 
19th century. ‘The ceremony was held in the presence of 
Lothar Wimmer, the Austrian Ambassador in London. 
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CULTURE AND SCIENCE 


AUSTRIAN FILM SATIRE PROTESTS AGAINST ALLIED 
OCCUPATION ON ‘‘APRIL 1, 2000’’. The German-language 
version of the film satire ‘‘April 1, 2000’’ was recently com- 
pleted in Vienna where its premiere on November 27, 1952, 
is being awaited with keen suspense. 

The imaginary plot takes place on April lst of the year 
2,000, when a new Austrian Prime Minister solemnly announ- 
ces in the famous Hail of Mirrors of Schoenbrunn Castle, 
after the 2,850th unsuccessful meeting of her four liberators, 
that Austria declares her immediate independence. The Al- 
lied High Commissioners, aroused from their 55-year occupa- 
tion lethargy, indict Austria before the Global Union on the 
charge of aggression and breach of world peace. Stratos- 
pheric gondolas immediately descend upon Vienna, bringing 
an international commission accompanied by units of the in- 
ternational security police, clad in atomic-proof uniforms 
and equipped with death rays, which instantly occupy all of 
the country’s strategic points and seal all borders. Austria’s 
Prime Minister is then called to account before a world court, 
composed of representatives from every comer of the earth, 
to justify himselfand his country. Austria is accused of hav- 
ing shown her aggressive spirit almost 1000 years earlier, 
during a crusade which led to the conquest of the fortress of 
Acre. To persuade the court that Austria had always been a 
peace-loving country, events of her past history are unrolled 
in a play within a play, including the birth of the proverbial 
phrase ‘‘bella gerant alii tu felix Austria nube’’ (May Others 
Wage War; You — Happy Austria — Marry) and the historic 
double wedding of Emperor Maximilian’s grandchildren at st. 
Stephen’s Cathedral in Vienna, as a result of which Austria 
acquired Bohemia and Hungary. 


Austria Has No Past Record of Aggression 


In view of.the evidence presented, the world court finally 
admits that Austria has no past record of aggression. The 
bad news that an atomic-ray battery was disarmed in the 
vinyards near Vienna soon proves to be harmless, and the 
court hearing is adjourned. The high tribunal is due to ren- 
der its judgement the next day. Mass demonstrations are 
feverishly organized throughout the entire land and a ringing 
appeal is made to the conscience of the world: ‘‘The sun 
shines on all equally, why not also on Austria!’’ But the in- 
temational commission has already changed its mind, es- 
pecially on the strength of a document found in the National 
Library according to which Austria had been promised her 
freedom in 1943. The commission then decides that the en- 
tire occupation was all a big mistake. The indictment is 
withdrawn and the four High Commissioners, who had grown 
gray in the service of the occupation, leave Austria among 
the exultant rejoicing of the people. 


Film Has 122 Different Scenes 


One of the most difficult challenges of this unusual mo- 
tion picture, which runs to some 9500 ft., was to make the 
Story universally understandable and at the same time inter- 
esting, exciting and entertaining. The plot is unravelled in 
122 different scenes. This fact alone entitles the producers 
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On April 1, 2000, Austria proclaims her independence of 
the four occupying powers. She is charged with violating 
world peace and with aggression against the Big Four. After 
a decision by the world court, the Government building of 
Schoenbrunn Castle is occupied by the international security 
police (Hades Killers) arriving in space gondolas. The Aus- 

trian Prime Minister is placed on trial. 


to claim that the film is the greatest ever made in Austria. 
In fact, a number of well-known motion picture authorities 
are even of the opinion that no film of this scope has ever 
been produced in Europe. 

Several of the scenes required unique and elaborate tech- 
nical preparations, such as the illumination of Vienna’s St. 
Stephen’s Cathedral, where banks of floodlights, 52 feet high, 
had to be erected and a source of light, 400 KW in intensity, 
had to be used. In the mass scenes, participation of the po- 
pulation of Vienna lends authenticity to the story, and the 
historic props used were real relics (the Hapsburg Crown, 


the coronation omaments and Maria Theresa’s gold breakfast 
service). 


The film, directed by Wolfgang Liebeneiner, is based on 
a screen playby Rudolf Brunngraber and Emst Marboe. Aloys 
Melicher composed the musical score. The cast includes 
such well-known figures of stage and screen as Josef Mein- 
rad, Hilde Krahl, Waltraut Haas, Judith Holzmeister, Elisa- 
beth Stemberger, Paul Hoerbiger and Hans Moser. Also fea- 
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tured in this great production are the Vienna Philharmonic, 
the ballet of the Vienna State Opera, the Vienna Boys Choir 
and the Vienna Royal Riding Academy. 


WORLD FRIENDSHIP FESTIVAL TO BE HELD IN SALZ- 
BURG. The first international World Friendship Festival 
and Seminar will be held in Salzburg, Austria, from Decem- 
ber 12 to 16, 1952. Both the festival and seminar are to be 
organized under the joint sponsorship of Governor Klaus of 
Salzburg and Prof. Ernest O. Melby, Dean of New York Uni- 
versity’s school of education and Chairman of the F..A.C.A.Y. 
(Friendship among Children and Youth) group. The central 
theme of the seminar is: ‘‘The Active Participation of Chil- 
dren and Youth in the Building of World Friendship as the 
Foundation for a Lasting Peace.’’ 

Approximately 150 delegates between fourteen and twenty 
years of age are expected to arrive in Salzburg on December 
12 from Scandinavia, the Netherlands, France, Switzerland, 
India and other countries. A group of 10-12 American boys 
and girls will also attend the festival and seminar, the latter 
to be held at Salzburg University. The delegates are sched- 
uled to be the guests of Salzburg families. 

The conference willbe formally opened by Govemor Klaus 
and an F..A.C.A.Y. representative. On the momings of De- 
cember 13 and 15 all delegates are expected to attend four 
seminar sessions in groups of about twenty delegates with a 
common language. On the evening of the 13th, the delegates, 
speakers, group leaders will join interested Salzburg citi- 
zens in special Advent festivities. 

The following day, the town of Oberndorf, near Salzburg 
— where ‘‘Silent Night, Holy Night’’, perhaps the world’s 
best loved Christmas song, was born one hundred and thirty- 
four years ago — will play host to an international Christmas 
celebration. Seven hundred local children are to receive 
World Friendship gifts from American children. The festivi- 
ties will be highlighted by a procession of the people of 
Oberndorf, in their colorful native costumes, escorting the 
delegates and guests through the town to a small chapel 
erected in memory of Josef Mohr and Franz Xaver Gruber, 
the author and composer of ‘‘Stille Nacht, heilige Nacht’’ in 
1818. At the chapel, thedelegates will sing the world-famous 
Christmas song in their native language. 

It has also been announced that the main events of the 
conference, seminar and Christmas festival in Oberndorf will 
be relayed by radio to other countries, both in Europe and 
overseas, by a large number of stations. 

The World Friendship Festival closes on December 15 
with a mass banquet to be held in the Salzburg Festival 
House and, following it, the performance of a play by Prof. 
Edgar Hederer of Munich University entitled, ‘‘World Friend- 
ship — the Way to Peace.’’ 


MODERN ART SOCIETY FOUNDED IN SALZBURG. A 
society for the promotion and appreciation of modem art was 
recently founded in Salzburg. Gustav Kapsreiter, one of the 
country’s leading industrialists and a member of the Aus- 
trian Parliament, was elected chairman of the new group. 
C.F. Schuh, the well-known producer at the Vienna State 


Opera, is the vice-chairman. The society, which is open to 
all Austrians interested in modern art, will help promising 


young artists and will acquire as well as present works of 
modern art to art galleries. 


VIENNESE ARTISTS TOURING THE UNITED STATES AND 
CANADA. The following schedules of appearances in Ameri- 
ca have been arranged for the 1952-53 season for Hilde 
Gueden, member of the Vienna State Opera, and the young 
Viennese pianist Friedrich Gulda: 


HILDE GUEDEN: FRIEDRICH GULDA: 


Oct. 20 Worcester, Mass. Oct. 13 Dallas, Texas 
23 Kansas City, Mo. 16 San Diego, Cal. 
24 Kansas City, Mo. 20 Oakland, Cal. 
27 Charlotte, N.C. 22 Provo, Utah 
28 Charlotte, N.C. 24 Richmond, Cal. 
Nov. 3 Omaha, Nebr. 27 Portland, Ore. 
5 Hibbing, Minn. 28 Eugene, Ore. 
11 Memphis, Tenn. 30, 31 St. Louis, Mo. 
17 New York, N.Y. Nov. 7, 9 Pittsburgh, Pa. 
21 Salt Lake City, Utah 11, 12, 16 Montreal, Canada 
26 Dallas, Texas 18 Northampton, Mass. 
Dec. 4 New Orleans, La. 20, 21, 23 New York, N.Y. 
6 New Orleans, La. Dec. 1 St. Paul, Minn. 
2 Kansas City, Mo. 
Jan. 18 Cincinnati, Ohio 5 Hanover, N.H. 
Apr. 7 New Orlenas, La. 7 New York, N.Y. 


VIENNA STATE OPERA STARS TO SING IN U.S. AND 
CANADA. George London, the well-known baritone of the 
Vienna State Opera, left the Austrian capital early in Octo- 
ber for a number of recitals in this country. He is scheduled 
to make his debut at the Metropolitan Opera in New York in 
the role of Scarpia in Puccini’s ‘‘Tosca’’. London will re- 
turn to the Vienna State Opera next April. 

Soprano Irmgard Seefried, another great star of the Vienna 
State Opera, is now on a two months’ tour of Canada and the 
United States. Upon her arrival in New York she appeared 
as soloist with the New York Philharmonic under the baton 
of Raphael Kubelik on October 14, 16 and 17, when she sang 
a cantata by Bach and songs with orchestral accompaniment 
by Hugo Wolf and Joseph Marx. Miss Seefried is expected 
back in Vienna by the middle of December. 


MODERN MUSIC TO BE HEARD AT 1953 VIENNA FESTI- 
VAL. The Vienna Concert Hall Society recently announced 
plans for the organization of a festival featuring primarily 
modem music from June 8 to 20, during the 1953 Vienna 
Festival Weeks (to be held from May 30 to June 21). Most 
of the concerts will be given by the Vienna Philharmonic, the 
Vienna Symphony and the chamber orchestra of the Concert 
Hall Soeiety, but the Scarlatti Orchestra of Naples has also 
been invited to participate. The tentative program for the 
festival includes a concert performance of Richard Strauss’ 
opera ‘‘Die Frau ohne Schatten’’ under the baton of Karl 
Boehm. 


“OESTERREICHISCHER SAENGERBUND" PLANNING 
SECOND FESTIVAL IN 1954. The ‘‘Oesterreichischer 
Saengerbund’’ (Austrian Choir Association) recently decided 
to hold its second festival in Klagenfurt, Carinthia, from 
June 11 to 14, 1954. 

The program will include two orchestral concerts, fifteen 
a-cepella choral concerts, as well as a number of folksong 
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recitals to be given by groups from all over the provinces of 
Austria. The Austrian Choir Association consists of some 
800 affiliated choral groups with a combined membership of 
about 25,000 singers. 


ARCHEOLOGICAL EXCAVATIONS IN AUSTRIA UNEARTH 
ANCIENT SETTLEMENTS. Austrian archeologists have re- 
cently completed a series of excavations in Lienz (Tyrol), 
Klagenfurt (Carnithia) and Loretto (Burgenland). 

Professor Franz Miltner, of the University of Innsbruck, 
unearthed a large section of wall in the Eastern Tyrolean 
town of Lienz, including some 200 yards of fortifications and 
several gates of the ancient Roman settlement of Aguntum. 

During 1952, a total of 35,000 persons visited the site of 
the ancient settlement uncovered on the Magdalensberg near 
K lagen furt. 

At Loretto, southeast of Vienna, additional excavations 
have been carried out this year on the Illyrian burial grounds. 
The oldest finds are presumed to date back to about 5,000 
B.C. 


AUSTRIAN RESEARCH GROUP EXPLORES UNDERWATER 
LIFE IN TYRRHENIAN SEA. For morethan two months an 
Austrian research group from the University of Vienna has 
been exploring underwater caves and grottoes in the Gulf of 
Naples. The results thus far obtained appear to confirm the 
scientists’ theory that the climatic conditions in these grot- 
toes are similar to those prevailing at great ocean depths. 
The first color photographs of a large number of rare subma- 
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‘ine animals and plants were taken with a flashlight camera 
especially constructed by Kurt Schaefer.for underwater pho- 
tography. Other members of the team are collecting speci- 
mens of submarine plants and animals for comparison pur- 
poses. 


CATHOLIC ACADEMY OF VIENNA STARTS SEMESTER 
WITH NEW CURRICULUM. The Catholic Academy of Vienna 
began its 1952-53 semester with a wealth of new lectures and 
courses under the dual theme of ‘‘Man and God’’ and ‘‘Chris- 
tian Conduct of Life and the Practice of Christian Values.’’ 

The courses now available at the academy include the fol- 
lowing subjects: theology, philosophy, psychology and educa- 
tion, linguistics, literature, music, art, natural science, eth- 
nology, law and government, sociology and medicina pastora- 
lis. In addition to a number of eminent Austrian scholars, the 
academy will also have on its staff a few guest professors 
from other countries. 


PARACELSUS COMMEMORATION IN SALZBURG. During 
Paracelsus Day which was recently held in Salzburg, the In- 
ternational ParacelsusSociety establisheda prize to be award- 
ed for outstanding work in the fields of scientific research in 
which Paracelsus (1493?-1541) himself pioneered. The socie- 
ty also created a special prize for the encouragement of pro- 
mising young scientists. At its current meeting, the Paracel- 
sus Society also made Dr. Albert Schweitzer an honorary mem- 
ber and elected Dr. Burkhard Breitner, Professor of Surgery 
at Inssbruck University, its new president. 
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